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What Is Acid Rain?

by The Environmental Protection Agency
This text is taken from the United States Environmental Protection Agency's website.

Acid rain is rain that has been made acidic by certain Acid Rain Pathway
pollutants in the air. Acid rain is a type of acid
deposition, which can appear in many forms. Wet
deposition is rain, sleet, snow, or fog that has become
more acidic than normal. Dry deposition is another
form of acid deposition, and this is when gases and
dust particles become acidic. Both wet and dry
deposition can be carried by the wind, sometimes for
very long distances. Acid deposition in wet and dry
forms falls on buildings, cars, and trees and can

This image illustrates the pathway for acid rain in our environment:
(1) Emissions of 50, and NO, are released into the air, where (2) the pollutants are transformed into acid

make lakes acidic. Acid deposition in dry form can be particles tha may b ransported long dstances. (3) These scd porteles then falta the aarth a5 wes and

dry deposition (dust, rain, snow, etc,) and (4) may cause harmful effects on soil, forests, streams and lakes.
inhaled by people and can cause health problems in
some people. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

What is acidity?

Acidic and basic are two ways that we describe chemical compounds. Acidity is measured
using a pH scale. A pH scale runs from zero (the most acidic) to 14 (the most basic or alkaline).
A substance that is neither basic [nor] acidic is called "neutral," and this has a pH of 7.

The pH Scale
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Acidic Neutral Alkaline

pH 0 =Battery Add pH 4.3 = Acld Rain pH 7.4 =Blood pH 11 = Ammonla
pH2 =Lemon Julce PH 5.6=Clean Rain pH 8.1 = SeaWater pH 12.6 =Bleach
pH 2.5 = Soda pH 7 = Distilled Water pH 9=Baking Soda pH 14 = Liquid Drain Cleaner
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